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DE LA GARZA VOTES FOR CLINTON BUDGET PLAN
WASHINGTON -- "We must have the courage to address the issue of deficit
reduction," said Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Texas, as he prepared to cast his vote in
favor of the House-Senate budget plan endorsed by President Clinton.
The following is the prepared text of Rep. de la Garza's remarks on the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, for floor debate Thursday on the bill:

Statement by Rep. Kika de Ia Garza of Texas
August 5, 1993
Mr. Speaker, I will vote yes for this budget plan because I am committed to reducing the
Federal deficit and requiring this government to balance its budget.
The American people want us to act. That has been the unequivocal message I have been
hearing from the people of my district.
That is why I am here today. My colleagues, we must have the courage to address the issue
of deficit reduction. There are no easy, painless choices anymore.
There are people who tell me _. balance the budget, but don't do it this way or that way.
There are others who say -- whatever you do, just don't touch me. And you know what -- we tried
that for 12 years and look where it got us.
This bill includes a lot of provisions that conservatives in both parties have been urging. I
supported and worked for inclusion of these provisions in the negotiations for this budget plan.
We do not need income tax increases on the middle class. This bill will not raise income tax
rates on 98 percent of Americans. We need to give people tax incentives to invest in small businesses.
This bill does that.
We need to allow small business people to expense more of their depreciable assets. This bill
does that. We need to relax the passive loss rules on rental real estate to help the depressed real
estate markets. This bill does that.
We need to give tax incentives to businesses to locate in low-income communities. This bill
does that. We need to give poor people a reason to work rather than stay on welfare. This bill does
that.
We need to cut entitlements. This bill does that. For agriculture alone, we reduced spending
by $3 billion. That's $3 billion on top of the $13 billion reduction required under the 1990 budget
agreement. The agriculture function of the budget is the only major entitlement that until now has
had budget discipline forced upon it.
Mr. Speaker, I cannot believe the misinformation the opponents of this bill are putting out.
I have even received calls from my district from people who have challenged my loyalty. I have been
accused of not being a real Texan. I'm beginning to wonder what that means. D~ that mean you
vote against tax increases while protecting Texas projects?
(more)

